pregnancy and delivery in the cardiac patient occupies only four pages, and other important topics, such as genetic counselling, contraception, sterilization and termination are not discussed, or receive only passing mention.
The book is based upon three decades of study of the problems involved, during which time over 1000 patients with various cardiovascular disorders were under the authors' personal care in one or more pregnancies in each patient. The authors have also presented the essential points from a large number of references. The result is a book which will be an invaluable source of information in this field for the many physicians and cardiologists who are only occasionally faced with examples of pregnancy associated with heart disease. They will surely find guidance here and, moreover, they will find it lucidly expressed.
For a rather slender volume a price of £7 seems high, but it is well produced on art paper with many half-tone plates. Most of these, however, illustrate only radiological or electrocardiographic features of heart disease which are not specifically related to pregnancy and they could have been omitted without loss, permitting a lower price. Edinburgh &London: ChurchillLivingstone 1975 An interesting book written largely by general practitioners who have a special interest in and experience of screening as a method for early diagnosis of disease. The editor, C R Hart, is a general practitioner from Peterborough, who is listed also as a Fellow of the Historical Society. He has collected 28 contributors and has divided their contributions into four sections.
The first section looks at the history of screenind and discusses the place, organization and methods. The second section allows enthusiasts to show how they screen various age and other groups. The third section is a discussion of the pros and cons of screening for specific diseases and the fourth details the screening techniques that can be used.
Reading the book one has to admire the enthusiasm and dedication of this group of pioneers in general practice and the material should be of interest to all -who seek to improve the quality of medical care. The writing and editing are clear and straightforward and there is much sound and fair comment presented.
Howevcr, I was left with the unanswered question of whether all this frenetic activity of screening is really worthwhile and whether good sound clinical practice may not achieve just as good results without the extra fuss and bother and expense. I also am mindful that the enthusiasts have not answered the critical questions posed by the team brought together by the Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trust and published as 'Screening for Medical Care' in 1968.
JOHN FRY
Bacteremia: Laboratory and Cliniical Aspects edited by Alex C Sonnenwirth PhD American Lecture Series No. 899 pp xiii+ 106 $7.95 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1974 The literature relating to bacterwmia is embarrassingly extensive, especially since 1962 when the publication rate enteredin company with opportunistic infectionsa logarithmic phase from which it is perhaps only now emerging. This short monograph surveys bacteremia from the etiological and diagnostic viewpoints. It takes the form of six papers by different authors and deals with general aspects, blood culture procedures, infections due to anaerobic, 'unusual and fastidious' organisms and infections following intravenous infusions.
Though the review of the literature and of the authors' personal work extends only to early 1972 each paper serves as a convenient guide to both microbiologists and clinicians interested in improved diagnostic results. Dr Sydney Finegold's paper on early detection of bacteremia is especially valuable in a field where speed is often literally a matter of life or death. He first stresses that blood should be diluted at least I in 20 before it is cultured rather than the more usual 1 in 10. He then recommends parallel culture in osmotically-stabilized broth anaerobically and on three membrane filters after the blood has been diluted in Liquoid and rapidly lysed. Finally the filter discs should be washed free of antibiotics or other inhibitors and placed on suitable solid media. However, in the general discussion by Dr Raymond Bartlett, over-enthusiasm is tempered by very timely remarks about avoiding unnecessarily repetitive and expensive investigations. These and other contributors have ensured that the monograph is a useful if modest reference work.
S SELVYN
The Genetics of Locomotor Disorders by C 0 Carter MA DM FRCP and T J Fairbank MA MB Bchir FRCS pp xii + 170 £5 London: Oxford University Press 1974 This is an excellent addition to the series Oxford Monographs on Medical Genetics. The disorders covered range from the extraordinarily rare (only 2 cases reported) to such frequently seen conditions as rheumatoid arthritis. The rare syndromes are described briefly but in sufficient detail to enable the clinician to determine which of several somewhat similar diseases he is faced with, while for the commoner disorders no clinical details are given, since they are easily recognizable by the orthopaedic surgeon and it is their genetics that are under consideration.
Throughout the book, population incidences and tables giving occurrence rates in relatives are provided whenever they are available. When these are not known, the reports of families where the condition has been clearly shown to be genetically determined are balanced by any available evidence suggesting sporadic occurrence ofan apparently identical condition.
The absence of photographs or X-rays in a book with such a strong orthopoedic emphasis seems to be a serious omission, but may be explained by the number of illustrations needed to do justice to the several hundred conditions described. The authors suggest that their book should be read in conjunction with a specific atlas and other reference books. In the biochemical section progress has already overtaken the authors in that most of the enzymes described as undiscovered have since been isolated. Also on page 60 glycogen storage disease Type I is unfortunately associated with the wrong enzyme.
These, however, are minor matters that do not affect the usefulness of a book which those responsible for giving genetic advice will wish to keep readily to hand.
A C BERRY
Ventilatory and Phonatory Control Systems edited by Barry Wyke MB BS MD pp xiii+531 illustrated £6 London: Oxford University Press 1974 This book reports the proceedings of an international symposium held at the Royal College of Surgeons, London, in January 1972. As the title implies, it bridges the gap between speech and the lungs, between speech therapist and chest physician; but involving also linguistics, laryngology and bioengineering. Barry Wyke, the editor, is to be congratulated on producing a readable reference volume which combines the papers of experts in various fields with the flavour of lively discussion. It is the book for a prospective PhD candidate to read; out of date, perhaps, because of the lapse of time between oration and publication, but a provider of food for thought and action none the less.
It is difficult for a reviewer to pick out chapters of special merit when the whole, although highly specialized, is of a high standard. The discussions (obviously severely edited, because no one speaks so succinctly at any medical meeting) which highlighted differences and agreements in so many areas, the very cut-and-thrust of debate among experts, make the most interesting reading. When papers range from the muscular activity in normal and abnormal ventilation by Professor E J M Campbell, to mechanisms influencing phonatory (horrible word) behaviour by Stevens, Langefoged and Fourcin, how can one pick out a subject ofexcellence?
Expensive? Yes, but good value at the price and if you have a thesis in mind, buy it; otherwise it is a book of valuable reference for the medical library.
JAMES CALNAN
Understanding Homosexualityits biological and psychological bases edited by J A Loraine pp 217 £6.50 Lancaster: Medical & TechnicalPublishing 1974 This pot-pourri of eight chapters from diverse medical and nonmedical contributors is finally commented upon by the editor, leaving the reader in no doubt of the sincerity of his own personal and social concern with the problem of homosexuality; though I had not previously thought of a homosexual way of life as a positive contribution towards combating world overpopulation.
The first lucid but pessimistic chapter from A J Cooper concerns the diverse etiologies of homosexualitythat it is not a homogeneous conditionwhere genetic and hormonal influences sensitize a particular individual to diverse environmental conditions, both psychological and social. He avers that the complexity of these factors though widely studied have at best yielded clinical impressions, and doubts the possibility of achieving supporting scientific evidence. This difficulty is clearly demonstrated by the second chapter, which attempts an analysis of the pattern of male homosexuality and takes up just over a quarter of the book, with nearly 200 references. Though K W Freund's writing is somewhat turgid in style, he commands the reader's admiration for his obsessional scholarly effort in the elusive search for objective scientific accuracy in his work. F E Kenyon writes a full and comprehensive review of female homosexuality, again emphasizing how little is yet known of its extent, or of its personal and social implications. Apart from this contribution, female homosexuality receives disappearingly scant mention in the rest of the book.
Later chapters make interesting reading in their individual discussions on other aspects of this 'condition', e.g. increasing liberalization in Holland; an informative account by a leader of the Albany Trust; a contrasting but carefully measured chapter on the position of the Law; another on the dilemma of the Church; and
